
FACT SHEET

A.D. 16 

Book by Bekah Brunstetter
Music & Lyrics by Cinco Paul

Story by Cinco Paul

in association with Sloane Productions LLC

CAST
Mary Phoenix Best*
Diana Kelli Blackwell*
Jesus Ben Fankhauser*
Jacob Alan H. Green*
Jessica Jade Jones*
Nicholas Jared Loftin*
Mattias Calvin McCullough*
Ruth Adelina Mitchell*
Bartimaeus Christian Montgomery
Simeon Da’Von T. Moody*
Esther Chani Wereley*
Ensemble Alex De Bard, Sylvern Groomes Jr*, Rj Pavel

John Sygar, Kanysha Williams
Swing James Mernin, Tiffany Lyn Royster, Chris Urquiaga 

Candice Shedd-Thompson

Understudies

Mary: ADELINA MITCHELL*, KANYSHA WILLIAMS;  Jesus: CHRIS URQUIAGA, RJ PAVEL Simeon: 
CHRIS URQUIAGA, SYLVERN GROOMES JR.*; Jacob: SYLVERN GROOMES JR*, CALVIN 

MCCULLOUGH* Esther & Jessica: ALEX DE BARD, CANDICE SHEDD-THOMPSON; Bartimaeus: RJ 
PAVEL, JOHN SYGAR; Mattias: RJ PAVEL, JAMES MERNIN; Nicholas: JOHN SYGAR, JAMES MERNIN 

Ruth & Diana: KANYSHA WILLIAMS, CANDICE SHEDD-THOMPSON

*Member, Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States



CREATIVE TEAM
Director Stephen Brackett
Music Director Christopher Youstra
Choreographer Katie Spelman
Orchestrator/Music Supervisor Doug Besterman
Scenic Designer Walt Spangler
Costume Designer Emilio Sosa
Lighting Designer Colin K. Bills
Sound Designer Matt Rowe
Wig Designer Anne Nesmith
Production Stage Manager Karen Currie*
Assistant Stage Manager Joey Blakely*, Sara Gehl, Katie Davis

Previews: February 4 - 9 
Invited Press Opening: Thursday, February 10 at 8:00 pm  
Runs until March 6, 2022

Regular performances are Wednesday-Saturday at 8:00 pm; matinees on Saturday and Sunday 
at 8:00 pm; and a Wednesday matinee at 2:00 pm on February 9, 23, and March 2. There is no 
matinee on Saturaday, February 5.

There will be a sign-interpreted performance on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 8:00 pm and an 
audio-described performance for the blind and visually impaired on Wednesday, February 23, 
2022 at 8:00 pm. Audience members who wish to use these services should contact Julie Via, Patron 
Services Manager (jvia@olneytheatre.org) to confirm.

Tickets are available from $42 - $85 and can be purchased at olneytheatre.org or 301-924-3400. 
Discounts available for groups, seniors, military and students.

Health and Safety
Masks and proof of COVID vaccination are required to attend for all patrons. Exemptions may be 
made for those who are not vaccinated, such as children under 5, people with certain medical 
conditions preventing vaccination, or those with closely held religious beliefs. These patrons must 
provide proof of a timely negative Covid-19 PCR test taken within 48 hours or a rapid antigen test 
taken within six hours of showtime. Visit OlneyTheatre.org/vax for more information.

*Member, Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States



SPECIAL EVENTS

Cinco Paul And Bekah Brunstetter
In Conversation With Jason Loewith
Thursday, February 10th - 5:00 - 6:00 PM 
Mainstage
Free For Members/$10 General Public

Prior to opening night Jason sits down with creators A.D.16, Cinco Paul (Lyrics and Music) and Bekah 
Brunstetter (Book) to talk about the process of creating their new musical.

Who Were the Women of the Gospels?
Saturday, February 19 at 5:00 pm
Free with RSVP

In addition to being the teenaged heroine of A.D. 16, Mary Magdalene is prominent among the few 
women mentioned in the Christian canonical Gospels and perhaps the most complex. She was present 
at the Crucifixion, and sent by Jesus to announce his resurrection to the Apostles. Her story provides 
vital clues about Jesus’ nameless female disciples, and the status of women two thousand years ago. 
Behind the Scenes brings together a powerhouse panel of Biblical scholars to discuss the intersection of 
gender, culture and faith through the portrayal of women in the Hebrew and Christian Bible. 
Speakers: Reverend Diane Dixon-Proctor (Sharp Street United Methodist Church), Dr. Annalisa Buttici 
(Georgetown University), and Cantor Stephanie Weishaar (Kol Nefesh).



ABOUT OLNEY THEATRE CENTER

Mission
Olney Theatre Center for the Arts produces and curates theatrical performance for the diverse 
audiences in our community, and educates, learns from, supports and inspires a more inclusive 
generation of theater-makers.

Vision
We strive to become an arts and culture powerhouse, redefining the American regional theater 
movement by cultivating and sharing the creativity of our community.

History
Founded in 1938 as a summer playhouse, Olney Theatre Center (OTC) now produces year-round 
world and American premieres of plays and musicals, and reimaginings of familiar titles; presents the 
work of leading companies; tours nationally and locally; teaches students of all ages; and mentors 
the next generation of theatremakers. For more than 8 decades, OTC has brought impactful theater 
performance and education to our community, helping to grow the vibrancy and vitality of our home in 
central Maryland.

Over the years, some of the biggest names in theater and film have appeared on our stages, including 
Tallulah Bankhead, Helen Hayes, Jessica Tandy, Hume Cronyn, Bob Fosse, Phillip Bosco, Eve Arden, 
Eva Gabor, Burl Ives, Jose Ferrer, Carol Channing, Olivia d’Havilland, Tony Randall, Paulette Goddard, 
Dorothy and Lillian Gish, Jane Seymour, Anne Revere, Frances Sternhagen, Arthur Treacher, James 
Broderick, Olympia Dukakis, Sir Ian McKellen, Marica Gay Harden, John Colicos, Uzo Aduba, Alan 
Cumming, Cheyenne Jackson, Robin de Jesus, Wilson Jermaine Heredia, among many, many others.

Olney Theatre is now the cultural anchor of a rapidly changing region and serves one of the most 
diverse, best educated, and wealthiest counties in the country. Situated on the unceded land of the 
Picataway-Conoy people, the Olney area was once a rural farming community with a unique Quaker 
heritage. Now the area is occupied by every kind of family that makes up 21st Century America, along 
with major corporations, shopping districts, civic associations, non profit organizations and a diverse 
collection of houses of worship.  Montgomery County’s 1 million residents play a dynamic role in the 
Baltimore-Washington corridor, and is a driving force behind the region’s creative economy.

As of September 2021, Olney Theatre Center employed 40 full time staff, 20 part-time positions, 26 
early career apprentices and players, and more than 400 professional artists. The Theatre intends to 
continue expanding to better meet the needs of our community.

For more information, please visit olneytheatre.org.
 
Follow Olney Theatre Center on Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok @olneytheatre and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/olneytheatre.

###


